
Chippenham Gardens and Allotment Society

May 2021

Dear Lords Mead Allotment Holders
 
Work to reduce the likelihood of future flooding of the brook at Lords Mead

On Wednesday evening 5 May 2021 the Principal Committee and the Lords Mead
Wardens together with Will Tidmarsh (Head of Environmental Services, Chippenham
Town Council) met at the Lords Mead allotment site to discuss and agree on the next
phase of work to undertaken at the Lords Mead Allotments to reduce the likelihood of
future flooding of the brook.

To date there has been a considerable amount of communication between the
Town Council, Wessex Water, the Environment Agency and the Society (via the
Principal Committee* and the site Wardens).  These conversations were prompted by
the flooding of allotments and gardens of houses adjacent to the allotments in June
2020.

The plans that were developed during these discussions were as follows:

1. The Town Council would clear debris from the brook.

2. The Society would provide the area covered by Plot 93 (the bottom plot at the
T junction of the brook) to the Town Council to provide a working space and
possibly an area that would be partially dug up to provide a wider junction where
the two brooks join at the T junction.

3. Over a three year period the Society would request the plot holders, whose
plots back on to the brook, move their sheds and other items to provide an eight
foot clear way between the brook and their sheds, compost bins, etc. 

The first two of the above points have been undertaken with the Town Council having
cleared the brook (please note a lot of the debris in the brook was from the
allotments) and the plotholder on Plot 93 kindly agreeing to move to another
allotment.

At our meeting on 5 May 2021 we reviewed the above plan and agreed to move on to
stage 3 i.e. request the allotment holders, whose plots back on to the brook, move
their sheds and other items to provide an eight foot clear way between the brook and
their sheds, compost bins, etc. We recognise the effort needed to do this and hence
plan for this to be undertaken over a three year period with Plots 82-92 being moved
by the end of January 2022 and then plots 81-71 and 70-63 being moved in the
following two years. 

We must stress we recognise the imposition we are placing on the allotment holders
who have plots that back on to the brook and, with this at the forefront of our minds,
we have given a long time period in order that the move can be undertaken outside
of the growing season in say, December 2021 or January 2022.  The Wardens and
Principal Committee will provide whatever help we can to assist in these moves. It
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may be that we schedule a couple of weekends where the site Wardens, Principal
Committee, Plot holders and volunteers meet to assist in moving the sheds, etc. We
will discuss this in greater details with the Plot holders affected.

Please do not hesitate to contact me or the Lords Mead site Wardens if you have any
questions or require further information.

Kind regards
 

Frances Pullin

Frances Pullin
Secretary
For and on behalf of the Committee, Chippenham Gardens and Allotment Society

(*) Principal Committee is a term used in the Society’s constitution to define the
Chair, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Website co-ordinator and Secretary; the full
Committee includes the site Wardens.

cc.  Chair, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Website co-ordinator, site Wardens:
Lords Mead, Cricketts Lane, Deansway, Hardenhuish, Hungerdown Lane,
Ladyfield
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