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What’s been happening down at the Allotment?

This year has been a crazy time for all of us. We hope the Allotment has provided you with a place of solace.

●  So what has been happening in the last year and a bit?

Annual General Meeting (January 2021) and re-appointment of officers

With the Covid 19 restrictions we were not able to hold our Annual General Meeting in January 2021. As
advised by email 21 January 2021, under the Constitution and Rules of the Society point 26 - Governance
and Day to Day Management - Emergency Actions:  The Principal Committee took the decision to cancel the
meeting. The Members of the Principal Committee and Site Wardens advised they would be willing to
continue in their current roles and, therefore, they will continue through 2021 (all names are listed on the
Society’s website).

The Annual accounts have been prepared and audited.

Work to reduce the likelihood of future flooding of the brook at Lords Mead 

There has been a considerable amount of communication between the Town Council, Wessex Water, the
Environment Agency and the Society. The plans developed during these discussions were as follows:

1. The Town Council would clear the debris from the brook.
2. The Society would provide an area at the T-junction of the brook to provide the Town Council with a

working space and possibly create a wider junction where the two brooks merge.
3. Over a three year period the Society requests the plot holders, whose allotments back onto the brook,

move their sheds and other items to provide an eight foot clear way between the brook and their
sheds, etc.

The email, providing more details, is available on the website

Growing mound of wood, brambles, etc. at the Cricketts Lane allotments

Over the past couple of years a mound of wood, brambles, etc. has built up between the old and new
Cricketts Lane site next to the brook. 

Some of the rubbish before removal (above).  Picture: Daniel Molyneaux

The Wardens, Phillip and Daniel, together with the Membership Secretary, Peter, and three Town Council
groundsmen filled a skip with the wood that was in the mound (photo below shows Phillip next to the skip
full of wood from the mound). 
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https://chippenhamallotments.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/lm-arrangements-for-flood-work-0521b.docx-2.pdf


We still have work to do and would ask you not to add to this by placing more items on the mound.

Equipment

It is the Society’s aim to ensure that plot holders have access to a mower, rotavator and strimmer, these are
kept in the Society’s sheds on each Allotment site. Over the last year we have purchased new mowers
(Hardenhuish, Deansway, Ladyfield), rotavators (Hardenhuish, Hungerdown) and strimmers costing a total
of £3,500.  We have also erected new sheds at Hardenhuish, Hungerdown Lane and Ladyfield at a cost of
£2,000.

Above are pictured Lords Mead site Warden Andy (on right) who has organised the purchase of the new
equipment and Steve (on left) who maintains the equipment on behalf of the Society.

Skips

We have made a conscious effort this year to tidy up the Allotment sites with the removal of a considerable
amount of items that have gone past their usefulness or, in some cases, should never have been brought on
to the allotment. To date we have paid for five skips (including the Cricketts Lane skip pictured above)
costing well over £1,000. Hopefully, with everyone pulling together by taking their own non-compostable
waste to the local tip themselves, the hiring of skips by the Society will no longer be needed.

Bonfires

With the outbreak of Covid 19, the Town Council (our Landlords) no longer permit bonfires to be lit on the
Allotments. We have now been advised that, with the changing attitudes arising as a result of the
recognition of climate change, it is unlikely we will be allowed to have bonfires again at the Allotments.
With this in mind, it is important all plot holders take their non-compostable waste to the local tip and do
not leave such waste on their plot or on the common areas at the Allotments.
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Annual Inspections

Annual Inspections were undertaken during the first weekend of April. Generally the feedback was good – a
big ‘thank you’ to everyone. Unfortunately, we did have to write to forty-one allotment holders requesting
remedial action be taken which resulted in three people giving up their tenancies.

Best Allotment Competition

Judging for the Best Allotment Competition will take place in July; we have a new format this year and you
need to choose which category to enter. Please see separate details at
https://chippenhamallotments.wordpress.com/news/

Hints, Tips and Recipes

Do you have any ideas you would like to share?  Also any recipes we can try out to use the surplus of
produce we are hoping the summer will bring!!

Let’s get out when we can – ideas and suggestions please

In the past there have been trips to gardens, opened under the NGS Open Gardens scheme, plus Bowood,
other houses and evening talks. 

If you have any ideas or places you would like to visit please let us know (contacts are Frances, Secretary, Peter,
Membership Secretary or any member of the full Committee).

……. and finally, thank you for being part of the Society and making time to maintain your plot; we hope
you have enjoyed working on your plot and continue to enjoy it for some time to come. Should anyone like
to take a more active part in the Society we would very much like to hear from you!
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