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Best Allotment Competition 

 
This was held over the weekend of the 17th & 18th July with classes for Novice, Intermediate 
and Expert growers. It was great to receive so many entries especially from many new allotment 
holders with only one or two years’ experience.  The judges loved seeing the range of 
vegetables and flowers people are growing and how they set out their plots. There were also 
lots of inspirational decorative projects on display as well as ideas for attracting wildlife. 
 

 

 

 
 

The results which have previously been shown on the website were as follows:  

 Novice: Winners: Alison Kirby & Andy Kimber, Runner up: Rebecca Allen 

 Intermediate: Winner: David Williams, Runner up: Katherine Walsh 

 Expert: Winner: Roger Proctor, Runner up: Ken Robinson 

 Trophies: The Seamac Challenge Trophy – for best score overall: Roger Proctor 

The Cecil Drewett Memorial Cup – for highest score at Lordsmead: Ken Robinson 

 Special Award: Alistair Matthewson (See below) 

 
 

Mo Deedigan-Thomas, Chair, (centre) with prizewinner and their friends and families at the Best 
Allotment competition presentation event 



Special Award - Hardenhuish Plot Number 42 - The Mathewson Family 
 
For some time two plots at Hardenhuish Allotment had been out of use and over the years 
despite numerous requests not to people have been dumping items (both non-compostable 
waste and items that should never have been brought to the allotment including an oil drum). 
We received a request from Alistair Mathewson who was on the Waiting List and who lives 
nearby to take over one of the two plots. Alistair and his family have worked extremely hard to 
turn the plot around. The pictures of before and after tell their own story. 
 
Before: 

 
After 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Mathewson family can be very proud of what they have achieved! 
 
 
My Allotment, by Riley aged 9 years and 
two months 
 
Riley was given a small plot at Lords Mead 
as he loved helping others on their 
allotments.  Andy Bridgeman the site 
Warden, was impressed by his interest and 
found a small area so he could be 
responsible for his very own plot and make 
his own decisions about what he would like 
to grow.  
 
 



 
We took an opportunity to ask Riley about his plot. This is what we found out: 
 
 How long have you had your allotment?   

  Riley: 1 year, Andy gave it to me when we had Lockdown. 

 Do you like having an allotment?    

  Riley: Yes! 

 What’s best about having an allotment?    

  Riley: Growing food 

 What number is your allotment?    

  Riley: 41.5 

 Who helps you with your allotment?    

  Riley: Grandma, Chris and Dad 

 Do you grow – flowers or vegetables?    

  Riley: Vegetables and strawberries 

 What is your favourite thing to grow?    

  Riley: Strawberries 

 What have you harvested?   

  Riley: Beans, peas, garlic, strawberries 

 What are you growing now?   

  Riley: Beans, peas, leeks and cabbage 

   I love my allotment!!! 

 
 
 
Chippenham Museum and The Food School Project: July 2021 
By Elaine Davis, Engagement Officer, Chippenham Museum 
 

 

 
 
Working with the Food School, Chippenham Museum recently organised several photography 
sessions to celebrate and record the town’s allotments. 
 
Adults sessions were held at Cricketts Lane and Lords Mead for anyone to go along and learn 
more about using their camera in a different way. A further session was held at Hungerdown for 
the museum’s young photographer club, enabling the young people to explore an area of the 
town they have possibly not visited before. 
 
Through the lens of the camera the photographers were able to look in detail at the growing 
process and capture a moment in the fruit and vegetable growing calendar, highlighting 
seasonal food at its very best. 
 
It was also considered important to show that allotments are about the people who tend them. 
The museum is very grateful to all the allotment holders who posed for photographs and took 
time to speak to the photographers and share their passion for growing and eating fresh 
produce. 
 
The allotments play such a significant role in maintaining people’s health and mental wellbeing. 
They are not just a source of own grown fruit and vegetables but have become a way to help 
many people manage the stress and uncertainty of the Covid-19 pandemic. For a short while 
the photographers were also able to benefit from the peace and serenity of the town’s allotment 
gardens, all reflected in their beautiful images. 

 

 



 
In August the photographs were shown in an exhibition at the Yelde Hall in the Market Place, 
opening up the rich and varied allotment environment to a wider audience. 
 
Over the three sessions more than 500 photographs were taken. A representative selection will 
become part of the museum’s permanent collection for future generations to enjoy. 
 
The museum would like to thank members of the Chippenham Gardens and Allotment Society 
for their help in making the event possible and for their support of the project. 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

   
 
 
 
Photographs taken by Annie Dymond, Oliver Szincsak, Tracey 
Steele, Elaine Tolley, Panna Madai,  
Ben Woodhead, Arthur Brown and Anthony Brown under the 
direction of Kez Hawkins, The Photo Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Society Business 

 
Annual General Meeting 
Due to Covid we did not hold an AGM in 2021. We were able to dispense with the AGM Under 
the Constitution and Rules of the Society point 26 - Governance and Day to Day Management - 
Emergency Actions. We were very lucky that all of the Committee and Wardens agreed to 
continue in their existing roles. The 2022 AGM will be held in February 2022. 
 
 
Rent and Membership Renewals 
As at the end of October we are pleased to advise that the majority of tenants have paid their 
Rent and Membership Fees. Of the 289 members only 9 have yet to pay of which 6 are new 
members who have only recently taken on their plots. This leaves only 3 existing members who 
have yet to pay. 
 
Also at the end of October there were only two plots unlet. 
 
 
Waiting List 
The Waiting List which is accessible from the Society’s website was not updated at the end of 
September because of the number of changes that were taking place in September and 
October. During these two months; 23 people took on tenancies, 21 people on the list no longer 
wanted a plot and we had 18 additions to the list. The waiting list at the end of August (the last 
one shown on the Website) had 148 on the list, the current one issued at the start of November 
has 122. 
 
 
New site Warden 
Kevin Thomas has recently joined the Committee as a site Warden. We welcome Kevin to this 
role and feel sure his follow site Wardens will support him as he settles in.  If you would like to 
become a site Warden, join the Committee or become more involved in the running of the 
Allotment Society, then please speak to a Committee member or contact us at 
chippenhamallotments@googlemail.com 
 
 
Information Updates 

 
Combination Locks 
Over the next few weeks we will be relacing the old padlocks on the gates to each allotment. 
The replacement locks will be combination locks. We will communicate the timing of the change 
and combination code on an allotment by allotment basis. Please look out for this 
communication and note what you need to do with your existing keys (e.g. at Hungerdown the 
keys need to be kept because they provide access to the Society sheds on Hungerdown 
Allotment). 
 
Work to reduce the likelihood of future flooding of the brook at Lords Mead 
At a meeting of the Lords Mead Tenants in July 2021 it was agreed that in order to provide 
space for the Town Council to maintain the brook a corridor of about 8 feet would be made 
between the bank and the plots. To facilitate this it was agreed that where a tenant was required 
to move their shed they would receive a rent free year as compensation for the inconvenience 
and also associated costs. This work would be undertaken over a three year period with the first 
tranche being scheduled to be completed by the end of January 2022. 
 
Caution when bringing Compost on to the Allotment 
Unfortunately, we have had a case of contaminated compost being brought on to and dug into a 
plot. This has led to a great deal of cost being expended by the Town Council and the Society in 
establishing the severity of the contamination. What we do with the plot is still under discussion 
however the Society would ask all tenants to ensure that any compost brought on to the 
Allotments is free from contamination. 



 
Reminders: 

 Machinery: The Society has equipment (eg. mower, strimmer) available on allotment sites 
which you are welcome to use; please contact your site Warden to arrange.   
 Please be sure to return the equipment clean, tidy and filled with fuel ready for the next 

user.  Please contact your site Warden with any problems. 

 Paths should be between 18"-24" (46cm-60cm) in width; it is the responsibility of allotment 
tenants to keep half of the path, either side of their allotment, mowed/strimmed and tidy. 

 Dogs are presently allowed on allotment sites but must be kept on a lead. 

 The Town Council has advised bonfires are not permitted on the allotment sites; this 
guidance is unlikely to change. 

 A shed/polytunnel/greenhouse is permitted on allotments but tenants must speak to their 
site Warden before commencing work and sited by agreement. Further guidance on the 
maximum size will be issued. Structures must be glazed with polycarbonate or similar –
 strictly no glass. Please use slabs or timber for the base, no permanent concrete bases 
are allowed.  

 
 
Things to do 

 
With the nights’ drawing in there are still plenty of things that need to be done both down at the 
allotment and at home. We have posted several recipes on the Website and there is plenty of 
advice on what jobs need to be done in the garden and down at the allotment on television 
(e.g. Gardeners World), online and in the newspapers. 
 
Remember gardens in Wiltshire, and elsewhere, are open throughout the year with some late 
‘pop up’ additions. Please see the NGS website for up-to-date news https://ngs.org.uk/wiltshire. 
The Town Hall lobby usually has copies of the  
NGS: National Gardens Scheme (yellow book). Please feel free to post any events you have 
spotted and would like to share on the Society’s website. 

 
 
Would you like to become more involved? 

 
The Society is run by it’s members for it’s members. The Committee and Wardens are 
volunteers. We currently have a vacancy for a Warden at Lords Mead and would always 
welcome additional people to the Committee e.g. Newsletter, Social Secretary and Publicity. If 
you would like to become a site Warden, join the Committee or become more involved in the 
running of the Allotment Society, then please speak to a Committee member or contact us at 
chippenhamallotments@googlemail.com 
 
 

https://ngs.org.uk/wiltshire

